
 

POLICY: Attendance 
Attendance for all assigned practicum days is mandatory. Students are strongly encouraged to maintain 
excellent attendance in all of their public health courses. 

Absence means a student is unable to be physically present to engage in the scheduled/assigned 
practice activities for a course. 

Mandatory means that attendance is compulsory, obligatory, as well as morally and legally binding. 

It is the responsibility of the student to notify their faculty advisor of any absence from scheduled 
practicum placement hours. At the discretion of the faculty advisor, additional documentation of 
absence(s) may be required (e.g., a note from a health care professional or other documentation). Travel, 
social, and recreational activities will not be accepted as valid or justifiable reasons for absence from 
scheduled practicum hours. Students are expected to be on time and attend all scheduled hours of a 
practicum placement.  

Absence from required practicum hours that impact a student’s ability to meet course 
objectives/outcomes or demonstrates violation of the principles of accountability and integrity for a public 
health practitioner may result in subsequent failure of the course. Student conduct is expected to comply 
with the principles of ethical practice in public health. It is also the student’s responsibility to not attend 
practicum when they are unfit for practice (e.g., an illness with fever or a cough). The student must notify 
their faculty advisor and preceptor of an absence at least 30 minutes before the start of a scheduled 
practicum day. In the event of an illness or injury during a practicum day, the student is required to notify 
their faculty advisor as soon as possible.  

If an absence interferes with the student’s progression through the course and/or program, the student 
may be asked to meet with their faculty advisor and the Practicum Coordinator. Students are cautioned 
that even under extenuating circumstances additional practicum hours are usually not available during the 
term. Unapproved absences may result in a student being required to withdraw from the practicum.  

Student Athletics Participation  

The Faculty of Health Sciences acknowledges that some students are members of official athletic teams, 
and may have obligations to these teams in order to maintain scholarships. Students should attempt to 
register for courses so that their athletic commitments have the minimum impact on their academic 
commitments. All members of a University of Lethbridge athletic team, who anticipate absence from a 
Public Health course or a practicum related to their participation on a university team, should discuss this 
with their faculty advisor/instructor at the initiation of the course to determine if these planned absences 
can be accommodated without impacting the student’s ability to attain the course outcomes and required 
practicum hours. Please note that students on athletic teams should also meet with the academic advisor 
to assist with course planning each semester.  

Student Conference Attendance 

Official student delegates for conferences (related to the Health Sciences Students Association or a 
Public Health Association) may be granted permission to attend official conferences/meetings during a 
Public Health course or practicum as long as participation in these activities will not adversely impact their 
achievement of course objectives. Student delegates should discuss a potential absence with faculty at 
their earliest convenience to determine if permission to attend these events can be granted. Permission to 
attend conferences will not be granted for any student that is not demonstrating an appropriate level of 
practice in a practicum setting or is not maintaining the GPA standards set for the Public Health major. 


