
LETTER GRADES for MUSIC STUDIO COURSES, RECITALS and JURIES 

This document is intended to assist studio faculty and students with the interpretation of letter grades 
as they apply to studio courses, juries and credited recitals.   

“A” RANGE:  This range of grades indicates varying degrees of excellence. 

A+ (93+)  is awarded to a student whose work is of outstanding/exemplary calibre in both 
technical accomplishment and artistic maturity, in keeping with the student’s studio 
level.    

A    (85-92) indicates excellent work that is secure and polished.    
A-   (80-84) is awarded to a student whose work is consistently well-prepared.  There is technical 

and musical accomplishment throughout the performance/semester work. 
 
“B” RANGE:  This range of grades indicates a good performance. 
 
B+ (77-79) indicates a well-prepared, musically and technically sound performance – a presentation 

almost but not quite polished enough to deserve an A-. 
B   (74-76) indicates that, in addition to adequate preparation, the student displays musicianship 

and/or technical accomplishment beyond the minimum standards. 
B- (70-73) indicates that the student’s work is above the minimum acceptable standard for this 

course level.  There are technical and musical weaknesses that need to be addressed, 
but the repertoire is of adequate difficulty and the jury/recital material is reasonably 
well prepared and presented. 

 
“C” RANGE:  Marks in this range indicate that the work and difficulty of repertoire are satisfactory.  

However, there are obvious technical and musical weaknesses that need to be 
addressed.  Should a grade of less than “C” be earned in a studio course prerequisite, 
advancement in the studio sequence shall depend upon the results of an audition.   

 
C+ (67-69) indicates that the student’s work is of a satisfactory standard.  The repertoire is of an 

appropriate difficulty for this studio level, but there are some technical and musical 
weaknesses that need to be addressed. 

C   (64-66) indicates that the student is on the borderline of acceptability for continuation in the 
studio sequence.  Obvious technical and musical weaknesses need to be addressed and 
improved upon.  

C- (60-63) indicates that the student’s work is unacceptable for continuation in the studio 
sequence, unless improvement is shown in a subsequent audition. 

  
Students preparing credited or non-credited recitals should note that if the quality of 
presentation is poor and could potentially lead to one of the grades listed in the 
categories below, the Music Department, on the recommendation of the studio 
instructor, has the right to cancel a planned student recital.  In such a case, and 
particularly in the case of Studio VIII, the studio instructor may recommend that the 
student withdraw from the course before the Registrar-mandated withdrawal 
deadline. 

 



“D” RANGE:  Marks in this range indicate that the work is below the minimum standard expected of a 
music student at this level, although the student still passes the course.  The student’s 
work is of unacceptable quality in preparation, musicianship and/or technical 
accomplishment.  Continuation in the studio sequence shall depend upon the results 
of an audition. 

D+ (55-59) Poor  
D (50-54) Minimal pass 
 
F (49 or less):  Failure 
 
N.B.  A grade of "F" is assigned to any student who fails to complete their final jury or recital. 
 
N.B.  As noted above:  should a grade of less than "C" be earned in a studio course prerequisite, 
advancement in the studio sequence shall depend upon the results of an audition. 
 
 
Studio course grading percentages: 

• Studio I, III, V, VII: Instructor 100% 
• Studio II, IV: Instructor 70%; Jury 30%  
• Studio VI: Instructor 70%; Jury/Recital 30%  
• Studio VIII: Instructor 60%; Recital 40%  

 


