
DON’T TALK RELIGION OR POLITICS? 

BAD ADVICE!
Religion has dominated much of human reflection and cultural expression from the distant past to 
the most current news of the day. The professors in the Department of Religious Studies think that 
the phenomenon of religion should be talked about. Why not explore this phenomenon in one of the 
courses being offered by Religious Studies in Spring Semester 2015?  No experience necessary!* 
*That does not mean there are no prerequisites. Second-year courses require RELS 1000 or 4 courses in Arts & Science.  

For third- and fourth-year courses, consult the Timetable from the Registrar’s office. 

INTRODUCTION TO WORLD RELIGIONS 
RELS 1000A. Mon/Wed/Fri 2:00-2:50 or  
RELS 1000B. Tuesday/Thursday 10:50-12:05 
Learn about major religions, where they came from, 
what beliefs they encourage, and why believers do 
what they do. 

BIBLE SURVEY 
RELS 2450A. Mon/Wed/Fri 10:00-10:50 
What is “the” Bible and why are there so many 
different ones?  Why do so many people argue about 
what it means and its influence on our culture? All this 
and a survey of its major stories and other contents. 

THE HINDU TRADITION 
RELS 2100A. Mondays and Wednesdays 4:00-5:15 
A comprehensive survey of the Hindu religion. Learn 
about its origins, its many gods and goddesses, its 
rich mythology, and its intriguing rituals. Discover 
more about karma, Tantra, and the philosophies of 
yoga and non-dualism. 

ATHEISM AND SOCIETY 
RELS 3000A: Mon/Wed/Fri 1:00-1:50 
Are we better off without religion? Does it poison 
everything? Many modern atheists say “yes”  to both 
questions. This course analyzes the reasoning of 
noted atheist writers such as Richard Dawkins and 
Christopher Hitchens and their vision for a religion-
free world and the impact their activism has on 
society.  

RELIGION AND THE SCIENCE FICTION SCREEN 
RELS 3000B: Tuesdays 3:05-5:45 
Captain Kirk once asked, “What does God need with a 
starship?” This course looks at how religious questions 
comprise a major theme in many science fiction films 
and television shows, and asks, does science fiction 
function as a kind of modern mythology itself?  

ZEN 
RELS 3300A. Thursdays 3:05-5:45 
Explore the Zen tradition of Buddhism from its origins 
to the present including enigmatic stories and seminal 
Zen masters as well as philosophical concepts and 
influence on art forms. 

ISLAMIC MYSTICISM 
RELS 4400N. Monday evenings 6:00-8:50 
Learn about the Islamic mystical tradition with a survey 
of both classical and modern writings, ranging from the 
love poetry of the 8th century female mystic, Rabia, to 
the 21st century teaching tales of Turkey’s Shaikh 
Muzaffer. 


