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A/S DEGREES COMMITTEE 
 
The Faculty of Arts and Science Degrees Committee is established as a Standing Committee of Faculty 
Council, with the following delegated authority, Terms of Reference and Membership. Whenever the 
deliberations of the Degrees Committee involve students’ and others’ private information, the Committee’s 
deliberations are confidential. Disclosure of such information is therefore governed by the provisions of the 
University Calendar, and other relevant legislation. 
 
Terms of Reference: 
 
(a) To recommend to Arts and Science Council policies regarding degrees with distinction and great 
 distinction, other academic awards and designations; 
 
(b) To review the academic record of graduands, to ensure that degree requirements have been met; 
 
(c) To recommend to Arts and Science Council the list of graduands, including recommendations for 
 awarding the designations “with distinction” and “with great distinction”; and 
 
(d) To recommend to Arts and Science Council the recipients of other academic awards. 
 
Committee Structure: 
 

Dean or Dean’s Designate 
 

Three (3) Regular, Faculty academic staff members, one representing each of the divisions of 
Humanities, Science and Social Science: 

- elected by Arts and Science Council at the beginning of each academic year, for staggered 
three-year terms; and 

- one of whom serves as Chair until replaced, upon election by the Committee. 
 

One (1) student member of the Faculty, appointed by the Faculty Executive Committee at the 
beginning of each academic year, for a one-year term (Students’ Union may provide nominations). 

 
Three (3) Alternate, Faculty academic staff members, one representing each of the divisions of 
Humanities, Sciences and Social Sciences; and One (1) Alternate student member, the Alternate 
student member appointed by the Executive Committee at the beginning of each academic year, for a 
one-year term (Students’ Union may provide nominations) : 

- Alternate Faculty members shall be elected by Arts and Science Council at the beginning of 
each academic year, for staggered three-year terms; and 

- Alternate members normally replace a Regular member when such Regular member cannot 
act owing to conflict of interest, conflict of commitment, or a period of Leave. 

 
Rationale: 
 
This Committee structure differs from the standard format of Standing Committee in the Faculty. Given the 
role of the Registrar’s Office in maintaining the student records system, the Registrar serves on this 
Committee. The Committee membership with respect to students and Faculty members is smaller than the 
standard format for Standing Committees, given the need to call this Committee together in a timely manner. 
Each division of the Faculty is now represented on the Committee, in contrast to the past format. Also, the 
need for Alternate members has become apparent in recent years, where members have sometimes been 
unable to act, for a variety of reasons. 
 


