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Synopsis

The building envelope is a critical design consideration for any building. Because the building
envel ope is typically not viewed as a system . it is often overlooked inthe commissioning
process. Howewver, the functionality and performance of a facility is highly influenced by the
performance of the components of the building envelope such as the air and vapor barriers,
glazing, insulation, drainage planes and external ervironmental considerations. These
components can greatly affect the Indoor Emvirommental Quality by preventing the microbial
growth within the envelope, limiting infiltration of outdoor air, controlling humidity, enhancing
the work emnvironment, and reducing energy use. The building envelope system is key inthe
successful performance of all building systems. Thefailure of the building emvelope tofunction
optimall v affects the ability for other systems to pass the functional performance test.

Applying the commissioning process tothe building envelope system can help ensure proper
design. installation, and function. This paper will show how all phases of the commissioning
process should relate to the building envelope. Specifically, Owner's Performance Requrements
(OPR), Basis of Design (BOD). design reviews, submittal reviews, pre-functional checklists,
periodic site visits, functional performance tests, seasonal testing. and warranty reviews will be
discussed
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