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Adventure/Fantasy 

Archer, J. (1976). Not a penny more, not a penny less. Garden City, N.Y: Doubleday.  
Millionaire businessman Harvey Metcalfe sets up a fake oil company and swindles four men out 
of one million dollars. With no legal recourse, the victims decide that each of them in his own 
way, using his particular professional knowledge and skills, will formulate a plan to recover his 
losses. 

Balliett, B., & Helquist, B. (2008). The Calder game. New York: Scholastic Press.  
When seventh-grader Calder Pillay disappears from a remote English village--along with an 
Alexander Calder sculpture to which he has felt strangely drawn--his friends Petra and Tommy 
fly from Chicago to help his father find him. F Bal 

Horowitz, A. (2004). Eagle Strike. New York: Philomel Books.  
After a chance encounter with assassin Yassen Gregorovich in the South of France, teenage 
spy Alex Rider investigates international pop star and philanthropist Damian Cray whose new 
video game venture hides sinister motives involving Air Force One, nuclear missiles, and the 
international drug trade. F Hor 

Lore, P. (2010). I am number four. New York: Harper.  
John (Alex Pettyfer) is an extraordinary young man, masking his true identity and passing as a 
typical student to elude a deadly enemy seeking to destroy him. Three like him have already 
been killed…he is Number Four. F Lor 

*McCann, J. A. (2010). Flying feet. Victoria, B.C: Orca Book Publishers.  
A young Tae Kwon Doe fighter is barred from competition for deliberately harming his opponent. 
He is recruited for an underground Mixed Martial Arts league, but soon realizes he is in way 
over his head.  
**Note** Part of Orca Publishers’ High Interest Low Vocabulary series Sports Stories. Look also for 
Orca currents, Orca Soundings and Sidestreets. Interest level is 12+, reading level is gr. 2-3.  

Riordan, R. (2006). Percy Jackson and the lightning thief. London: Puffin.  
After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, god of the sea, 12-year-old 
Percy is sent to a summer camp for demigods like himself, and joins his new friends on a quest 
to prevent a war between the gods. F Rio 
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Graphic Novels 

Burks, J. (2012). Bird & Squirrel on the run!. New York: Graphix.  
Bird and Squirrel outwit Cat and become best friends in this zany adventure. F Bur 

Chantler, S. (2010). Tower of treasure. Toronto, ON: Kids Can Press. Adventures abound for a  
14-year-old orphan who travels with a circus and searches for her missing twin brother. F Cha 

*Hayes, G. (2009). Benny and Penny in the big no-no!: A Toon book. New York: Toon Books. Two 
mice meet their new neighbor and discover that she is not as scary as they feared. F Smi *Note: 
Visit toon-books.com for more about this fantastic graphic novel series for new readers. 

McClintock, N., & Deas, M. (2012). I, witness. Victoria, BC: Orca Book Publishers. When Boone 
witnesses a murder and several friends are killed, he must try and find the truth. F McC 

O'Donnell, L., & Deas, M. (2008). Ramp rats: A graphic guide adventure. Victoria, B.C: Orca 
Book Publishers. Marcus spends the summer teaching his young cousin to skateboard while 
bringing the local outlaw bikers to justice. F ODo 

Rioux, J.-A. (2012). The golden twine. Toronto: Kids Can Press.  
With monsters slipping through the mountains into the valley of Galatea, Suri, an orphan, 
dreams of becoming a monster tamer. F Rio 

Smith, J. (2004). Bone. Columbus, Ohio: Cartoon Books. The adventure starts when cousins Fone 
Bone, Phoney Bone, and Smiley Bone are run out of Boneville and later get separated and lost 
in the wilderness, meeting monsters and making friends as they attempt to return home. F Smi 

TenNapel, D. (2012). Cardboard. New York: Graphix.  
Cam's down-and-out father gives him a cardboard box for his birthday and he knows it's the 
worst present ever. So to make the best of a bad situation, they bend the cardboard into a man-
and to their astonishment, it comes magically to life. F Ten 

 

Jokes/Humour 

Angleberger, T., & Rosenstock, J. L. (2010). The strange case of Origami Yoda. New York: Amulet 
Books. Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a paper finger puppet 
of Yoda, worn by their weird classmate Dwight, as they try to figure out whether or not the puppet 
can really predict the future. Includes instructions for making Origami Yoda. F Ang 

Korman, G. (2007). Schooled. New York: Hyperion Books for Children. Homeschooled by his hippie 
grandmother, Cap has no experience with watching T.V., eating pizza or the dreaded 
wedgie….until circumstances force him to attend public school. F Kor  

Litwin, E., & Dean, J. (2010). Pete the cat: I love my white shoes. New York: Harper.  
As he walks down the street, Pete the cat sings about his brand new white shoes as they 
change from red to blue to brown to wet. F Lit 

Muntean, M., & Lemaître, P. (2006). Do not open this book!. New York: Scholastic Press.  
As Pig tries to write a book, he chastises the reader who keeps interrupting him by turning the 
pages. F Mun 

Shannon, David. (2008). Too Many Toys. New York: Blue Sky Press. Although he finally agrees 
that he has too many toys and needs to give them away, there is one toy that Spencer 
absolutely cannot part with. F Sha 

Stilton, G. (2006). Geronimo Stilton: The search for sunken treasure. New York: Scholastic. 
Geronimo and his friends set sail to the Ratlapagos Islands to search for a sunken treasure. He 
soon begins to suspect that they aren't the only ones looking for the treasure. 
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Willems, M. (2013). That is not a good idea!. New York: Balzer + Bray.  
A surprising lesson about the importance of listening to one's inner gosling ensues when a very 
hungry fox issues a dinner invitation to a very plump goose. F Wil  

Winerip, M. (2005). Adam Canfield of the Slash. Cambridge, Mass: Candlewick Press.  
While serving as co-editors of their school newspaper, middle-schoolers Adam and Jennifer 
uncover fraud and corruption in their school and in the city's government. An adrenaline-filled 
story with lots of laughs. F Win 

 

The Off-beat and Gross 

Cronin, D., & Bliss, H. (2007). Diary of a fly. New York, N.Y.: Joanna Cotler Books.  
A young fly discovers, day by day, that there is a lot to learn about being an insect, including the 
dangers of flypaper and that heroes come in all shapes and sizes. FCro 

Davies, N., & Layton, N. (2006). Extreme animals: The toughest creatures on Earth. 
Cambridge, Mass: Candlewick Press. From the persevering emperor penguins of the South 
Pole to the brave bacteria inside bubbling volcanoes, from the hardy reptiles of the driest 
deserts to the squash-proof creatures of the deepest seabeds, animals have adapted to survive 
in conditions that would kill a human faster than you can say "coffin." 590 Dav 

Marcantonio, P. S., & Alarcão, R. (2005). Red ridin' in the hood: And other cuentos. New York: 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux. A collection of well-known tales, retold from a Hispanic American 
perspective.  F Mar & Best Read Gr. 6-8 

Ripley Entertainment, Inc. (2004). Ripley's Believe it or not! Orlando, FL: Ripley Publishing 
031.02 Rip 

Sierra, J. & Koren, E. (2006). Thelonius Monster's sky-high fly pie: A revolting rhyme. New 
York: Knopf. A good-natured monster thinks a pie made out of flies would be a good dessert, 
and invites all his friends and relatives over to try it. F  Sie 

Stewart, M. (2012). Animal grossapedia. New York: Scholastic. Beyond the cute and cuddly: many 
animals use pee, poo, and even puke for drinking, eating, and protecting. This book covers all 
the nastiest habits of the most disgusting creatures on the planet. 590 Ste 

Szpirglas, J., & Cho, M. (2004). Gross universe: Your guide to all disgusting things under the 
sun. Toronto: Maple Tree Press. Gross Universe is an eye-opening, sometimes stomach-
turning, but always irresistibly entertaining exploration of the many physical things about 
animals, plants, and-of course-young readers themselves that often go politely unmentioned. 
573 Szp 

 

Engaging Non-Fiction 

Becker, H., & Dávila, C. (2009). The insecto-files: Amazing insect science and bug facts you'll 
never believe. Toronto: Maple Tree Press. Introduces the different types of insects and 
describes how they eat, mate, fly, and communicate, and includes insect-related experiments 
throughout the book. 595.7 Bec 

Becker, H., & Dávila, C. (2010). Magic up your sleeve: Amazing illusions, tricks, and science 
facts you'll never believe. Toronto: Maple Tree Press. Learn to perform fun, step-by-step 
tricks with common household items. Learn intriguing facts about magicians of the past and 
their awe-inspiring tricks. Get the inside scoop on how to stage a magic show that'll leave 
audiences amazed and astounded. 793.8 Bec 
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Sandler, M. W. (2009). Secret subway: The fascinating tale of an amazing feat of engineering. 
Washington, D.C: National Geographic. The first plans (in 1869) to build an air-powered 
railway beneath New York City were rejected…but Alfred beach and his crew stealthily began 
the project anyway. 388.428 San 

Verstraete, L., & Geister, D. (2012). Surviving the Hindenburg. Ann Arbor, MI: Sleeping Bear 
Press. "Based on a true story, fourteen-year-old Werner Franz works as a cabin boy aboard the 
German zeppelin, the Hindenburg, and resourcefully survives its fatal crash"--Provided by 
publisher. 363.12 Ver 

Wishinsky, F., & Dickson, B. (2011). Explorers who made it-- or died trying. Toronto: Scholastic 
Canada. Short biographies of twelve explorers: Erik the Red and Lief Eriksson, Marco Polo, 
Christopher Columbus, Hernan Cortez, Samuel de Champlain, Henry Hudson, Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark, James Cook, John Franklin and Roald Amundsen. 910.92 Wis 

Zuk, B. (2006). The Avro Arrow story: The impossible dream. Canmore, AB: Altitude Pub. 
Canada Ltd. 

A Good Biography 

Eamer, C., Boothroyd, S., & In Ayer, P. (2013). Before the world was ready: Stories of daring 
genius in science. Toronto; New York; Vancouver: Annick Press.  
"Meet eight great minds (and colorful personalities) whose ideas changed the way we see the 
world--and find out what happened when the world wasn't ready to listen"--P. [4] of cover. 

Fleischman, S. (2006). Escape!: The story of the great Houdini. New York: Greenwillow Books. 
A biography of the magician, ghost chaser, aviator, and king of escape artists whose amazing 
feats are remembered long after his death in 1926. 793.8092 Fle 

Hehner, B. (2004). The tunnel king: The true story of Wally Floody and the great escape. 
Toronto: HarperTrophy Canada.  
The Great Escape was one of the most daring prisoner-of-war breakouts of the Second World 
War. Yet few Canadians know the heroic story of Wally Floody, Canadian fighter pilot and a key 
figure in planning the escape. 940.5472 Heh. 

Lang, J. (2011). Lone hawk: The story of air ace Billy Bishop : a graphic novel. Toronto: Puffin  
Graphic biography of the distinguished fighter pilot who rose from the trenches of WW I to 
become an outstanding fighter pilot, also serving in a strategic role in WW II. 940.44941 Lan 

Myers, W. D. (2001). The greatest: Muhammad Ali. New York: Scholastic Press.  
The story of Muhammad Ali (Cassius Clay) and his rise to the top in boxing to become The 
Greatest. 796.83 Mye 

Pitt, S., & Zahab, R. (2011). Running to extremes: Ray Zahab's amazing ultramarathon 
journey. Toronto: Puffin Canada. "When Ray read about the Yukon Arctic Ultra, a 160-
kilometre ultramarathon, he knew he had to give it a try. Everyone thought he was crazy--Ray 
had never even run in a regular marathon"--P. [4] of cover. 796.4252 Pit   

Suskind, R. (1998). A hope in the unseen: An American odyssey from the inner city to the Ivy 
League. New York: Broadway Books.  
Follows gifted African-American student Cedric Jennings from his crime-infested high school in 
Washington D.C. to his junior year at Brown University, discussing the problems he 
encountered along the road out of the ghetto.  

 
 


