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What is the Alberta 
Energy  Challenge?

The sixth annual Alberta Energy Challenge (AEC), hosted by the University 
of Alberta School of Business is a business case competition focused 
on exploring the opportunities and challenges present in the dynamic 
energy sector. AEC will bring together top students from across the world 
and provide them with an unparalleled opportunity to further develop 

and explore their interests in energy and the environment.

Teams of four undergraduate students from each participating institution 
will be given 36 hours to research and develop a comprehensive and 
innovative solution to a real-time challenge faced by an energy firm.  An 
interdisciplinary panel of industry and academic “consultants” will be 
made available to the delegates to augment their understanding of key 
problems and comment on the feasibility of proposed alternatives. The 
competition culminates on the final day where each team presents their 
analysis and ideas to a distinguished panel of judges, including senior 
representatives of sponsoring firms along with leading professionals in 

the Alberta energy sector.
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The Energy Industry in Alberta
The province of Alberta is deeply ingrained in the energy industry. Since the early 
1940s, Alberta has been a crucial supplier of oil and gas to the rest of Canada and 
the United States. Oil and gas production is the primary source of revenue and 
royalties in the province, and provides thousands of jobs to the Alberta economy.

Alberta’s remaining natural gas reserves were estimated at 32.4 trillion cubic feet in 
2014, while total proven oil reserves were reported at 166 billion barrels.

Through responsible development, advancement of technology and significant 
investment, the industry in conjunction with the provincial government, seeks to 
enhance Alberta’s role as a world-leading energy supplier. New projects are being 
added every year and production is expected to increase to 4 million barrels per 
day by 2024, keeping pace with demand and providing a sound economic basis 

for the future. 

Alberta is also increasingly exploring renewable resources such as wind, solar, and 
biomass. These resources are becoming increasingly common, as the provincial 
government has implemented plans to phase out coal power in favour of renewable 

electricity.

Given the province’s inherent impact on North American energy, Alberta was the 
clear choice for hosting the Energy Challenge.



Why AEC?

The Alberta Energy Challenge is one of the only case competition events 
with a unique focus on energy and the environment. AEC is also distinctive in 
that the competition provides delegates with the opportunity to interact with 
industry consultants and experts in developing their solutions. Additionally, 
providing teams with a “live” case also allows students to apply their 
academic knowledge in a real-world environment and learn from top-ranked 

professionals from the sponsor company.

Energy issues affect each of us in all aspects of our lives. AEC is an unparalleled 
opportunity for students to take an active role in exploring these issues and 
developing innovative solutions. Through sponsorship presentations and 
casework, students will expand their understanding of this essential industry.
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Competition Logistics
Teams will be allotted approximately 36 hours to complete their research. 
Teams will have full internet access, and the case sponsor will be looking for a 

comprehensive and educated business solution.

During the competition, teams will have limited access to various student and 
professional consultants to help provide the most concise solution possible. The 
consultants provided will have range of expertise. Each consultant will provide 
a limited number of consulting hours over the duration of the competition. The 
consulting hours are provided to help the teams create a more detailed and 
comprehensive solution, given the vast extent of possibilities within the energy 

industry.







Team Selection
& Preparation

When selecting your team, we recommend a multi-faceted group of the top stu-
dents from your university. Teams should represent a variety of skills. Typically 
Business and Engineering students are well suited to this type of competition, but 
all faculties are welcome. They should have an interest, or experience, in the energy 

industry.

To prepare for the competition, AEC will provide you with a document outlining 
basic relevant facts and figures along with tips and tricks for a winning presenta-
tion. Additionally, all teams will participate in a case clarification session at the 
competition with the sponsor firm where they will have the opportunity to address 

case-specific questions.
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Previous Sponsors




