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COURSE OUTLINE 
ENG 150 Composition 

Fall 2011 
 
Lethbridge College provides high quality, innovative programs and services 
enabling learners to achieve their educational and career goals. 
 
Centre: Applied Arts and Sciences 
Dean: Dr. Sandy Vanderburgh 
sandy.vanderburgh@lethbridgecollege.ca 

 Program: General Studies  
Chair: Marko Hilgersom 
marko.hilgersom@lethbridgecollege.ca 
 

Instructor:  
Lance Semak 
lance.semak@lethbridgecollege.ca 
320-3202, extension 5442 
TE2253 
  
Instructor Availability:   
Office Hours 
Monday 10AM-11:20AM 
Friday 11:20AM-12:30PM 
Or by appointment 
 

 Credits: 3 
 

Class Time:  
C16 – W,F 10-11:20AM 
C91 – W 6:30-8:30PM 
 

 Location: 
C16 – TE1230 
C91 – IB1132 

Pre-Requisites: None  Co-Requisites: None 
 

Open to Prior Learning Assessment: Yes 
 
University Transfer:  UL, UC, UA, AU 
(Please consult www.acat.gov.ab.ca for specific 
transfer information.)                                                           
 

 Open to Supplemental Exam:  No 
 
 
 
 

Course Description:  
This first-year composition course provides students with a solid grounding in the 
concepts and strategies of academic writing. As they read and analyze texts from a 
range of disciplines, students will learn to write discourse that reflects the expectations 
of their specific fields of study. The course will focus on processes that help students 
develop their thinking with evidence and present their ideas in a clear prose style. 
  

mailto:sandy.vanderburgh@lethbridgecollege.ca
mailto:Marko.hilgersom@lethbridgecollege.ca
http://www.acat.gov.ab.ca/
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Course Outcomes:  
 
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to  
 
1. Identify and explain how an academic writer establishes authority 

 
2. Identify and analyze the kinds of rhetorical choices an academic author makes 

within a particular discipline 
 

3. Differentiate between form and content, style and voice, subjective and objective 
discourse  
 

4. Use library and electronic research strategies to locate information 
 

5. Read, summarize, and abstract information from essays, articles, and books 
 

6. Write documents that successfully incorporate academic research writing strategies 
 

7. Write research prose that develops an academic claim anchored by source material 
and follows APA format and documentation guidelines (or another appropriate 
format system) 
 

8.  Demonstrate control over features such as syntax, grammar, punctuation, usage 
and spelling 
 

9.  Write and edit documents to enhance readability, coherence, clarity, conciseness, 
unity, and tone 

 
Course Format/Instructional Method:  
 
This is a composition course that encourages you to think critically and write academic 
prose at a university-transfer level. 
 
Quizzes and/or short assignments and in-class activities will function as places to 
explore and develop your ideas and experiences as you think critically about various 
topics and readings. Through composing and revising selected pieces, you will develop 
strategies for creating meaningful texts of your own. In-class discussions and writing 
workshops will reinforce this recursive process of reading, thinking, and writing. 
 
At times, you will be expected to work with others on various projects, including 
reviewing drafts of one another’s work. Peer revision can be effective only in an 
environment of trust. This means treating each other’s work with respect, making 
constructive comments that will help writers revise their documents. Also, because the 
content and style of each student’s writing is the intellectual property of the writer, 
students should not discuss classmates’ drafts outside of class without the writers’ 
permission. 
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Required Text(s), Materials, and Technology: 
Henderson, E., & Moran, K. M. (2010). The Empowered Writer. Don Mills, ON: Oxford 

University Press. 
 
Speakman, C. (2009). APA student guide (4th ed.). Lethbridge, AB: Lethbridge College. 
 
Readings – as directed by instructor 
 
USB memory stick or other portable digital storage  
 
Other Learning Resources: 
A good writing handbook is recommended. Options will be discussed in class. 
Please visit the Learning Café in the Buchanan Library if you need extra help.   
http://www.lethbridgecollege.ca/student-experience/student-services/learning-cafe 
 
Assessments:  

 
*Note: The instructor may require that assigned process steps be submitted 

within the deadlines specified on the course schedule. 
 
Assignments are expected to be submitted on time; 10% may be deducted each day 
individual projects are late up to a maximum of five days (including weekends).  After 
five days, late assignments will not be accepted for grading. 
 
All work submitted for grading must be word processed unless otherwise noted. 

Assignments/Exams/etc. Tentative Date Value 

Quizzes, Short Assignments, In-class Activities Weekly 15% 

Grammar Exam Week  5 10% 

Summary Week  7 10% 

Analysis Essay Week 13 15% 

Research Essay* 
 Essay 
 Process Steps 

 
Week 11 
Week  9 

 
25% 
5% 

Final Exam Week 13 20% 

  100% 

http://www.lethbridgecollege.ca/student-experience/student-services/learning-cafe


ENG150 Fall2011 Page 4 
 

Grading System: 

 
Letter 
Grade Percentage G.P.A. Definition 

A+ 95 – 100 4.0 Excellent 

A 90 – 94 4.0 Excellent 

A- 86 – 89 3.7 Excellent 

B+ 80 – 85 3.3 Good 

B 76 – 79 3.0 Good 

B- 70 – 75 2.7 Good 

C+ 67 – 69 2.3 Satisfactory 

C 63 – 66 2.0 Satisfactory 

C- 60 – 62 1.7 Satisfactory 

D+ 55 – 59 1.3 Minimal Pass 

D 50 – 54 1.0 Minimal Pass 

F 0 – 49 0.0 Failure 
 
 
General Course Expectations:  
 
Although there is no official attendance policy in this class, a significant number of 
graded activities and group activities for this course that occur in class. Students who 
are frequently absent may miss the grades for these activities.   
 
Students requiring academic accommodations (e.g. extra time, separate space, etc.) 
must register with Accessibility Services to determine eligibility for and implementation 
of these supports. If you have further questions, please feel free to speak to your 
instructor or to contact Accessibility Services for more information. 
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Institutional Practices 
 
 
Course Work Used as Examples: 
 
Should your instructor wish to use your work in future educational purposes, you will be 
asked to complete and sign a Student Release Form, authorizing both the instructor 
and/or the College to use your course work. This form, along with a copy of your work, 
is retained in the official copyright files located in the College’s Intellectual Property 
Office. If you have any questions regarding Copyright and/or Intellectual Property, 
please contact the Intellectual Property Office. 
Retention of Assignments and Exams: 
 
Examinations / assignments NOT intended to be returned to students will be retained 
for at least one year from the end of the term. Examinations / assignments intended to 
be returned to students but not are picked up by students will be retained to the end of 
the final grade appeal period. After the appropriate retention period, records will be 
destroyed in a secure manner.   
 
Academic Honesty: 
 
Academic Honesty is necessary for students to achieve excellence and for the 
preservation of the integrity and reputation of the course, the program and of Lethbridge 
College as an institution. Lethbridge College supports and demands academic honesty 
in all academic learning activities. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence and will be handled in accordance with Lethbridge 
College policy. The penalties for plagiarism vary in degrees but may result in expulsion 
from the Lethbridge College. 
 
Lethbridge College uses plagiarism detection software such as Turnitin.com. Students 
should be aware that if their paper is submitted to a plagiarism detection service, a copy 
of their paper is retained as a source document in its reference database. As the author, 
the student retains ownership of the paper submitted. 
 
Recording of Classes: 
 
An audio recording is permitted only with the prior written consent of the instructor or if 
recording is part of an approved accommodation plan. Such a recording is for the 
personal use only of the student who has permission to record. Following the course all 
such recordings must be destroyed. 
 
Important Note:  
Students should be aware of policies and procedures that may impact them directly.  
More information can be found at http://www.lethbridgecollege.ca/about-us/policies-
procedures. 

http://www.lethbridgecollege.ca/about-us/policies-procedures
http://www.lethbridgecollege.ca/about-us/policies-procedures
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