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For Immediate Release — Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Recent Insight Grant funding illustrates 
University of Lethbridge’s growing prominence 
in social sciences and humanities research
Five social science and humanities researchers at the University of Lethbridge have received grants from 
the Federal government’s Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Insight or Insight 
Development Grant program with a total value of almost $675,000 ($674,152).
 
Dr. Dan Weeks, the U of L’s Vice-President, Research, said the funding illustrates the university’s growing 
prominence in social sciences and humanities research.
 
“The SSHRC grants we received this year reflect a breadth of scholarship across the social sciences and 
humanities, and they demonstrate the potential our faculty have for making a clear impact in terms of 
both academic research and knowledge mobilization,” Weeks said.
 
Weeks added that with the support of institutional funding provided by SSHRC, the U of L has been able 
to support researchers with internal development grants that help to move projects forward, increasing 
their competitiveness at the national level.
 
“Our vibrant research culture supports our commitment to liberal education, and our goal is to provide 
assistance to social science and humanities researchers at the U of L faculty members whose research and 
teaching contributes to our strength in liberal arts education.”
 
The recipients are Dr. Claudia Malacrida (Sociology, $318,278); Dr. John Harding (Religious Studies, 
$258,659); Dr. Craig Monk (English, $63,570); Dr.Goldie Morgentaler (English, $21,230); and Dr. Mickey 
Vallee (Sociology, $12,685).  

The diverse projects are funded over three to five-year periods. Expanded project outlines follow. 
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Background Information
 
Dr. Claudia Malacrida (Sociology) has received $318,278 over five years to study the topic of disability, sexuality and parenting 
in Alberta.
 
Between 1928 and 1972, approximately 2,800 people – most of them institutionalized women – were involuntarily sterilised 
(a processes commonly called eugenics) under the mistaken belief that problems like poverty and disability could be prevented 
through selective breeding.
 
While eugenics is no longer acceptable, informal practices that limit disabled people’s access to sexuality, reproduction and family 
life persist. These practices include segregated living in group homes, inadequate supports for disabled parents at home and in 
the courts, and negative public attitudes concerning disability and sexuality.
 
Malacrida is planning to interview women affected by enforced eugenic sterilization in the past, and women who are affected 
in the present by what she terms ‘newgenics’, or the cultural and medical processes employed to dissuade disabled people from 
having children. 

Because they often play a role in disabled women’s sexual and family issues, she is also interested in speaking with parents and 
disability workers.

+++++
 
Dr. John Harding (Religious Studies, Principal Investigator) has received a 5 year, $258,659 Insight grant -- the largest-ever 
grant received by the Religious Studies department – to study Buddhism in Canada and around the world. 
 
With colleagues Dr. Victor Hori (McGill University) and Dr. Alexander Soucy (Saint Mary’s University), Harding, the Principal Inves-
tigator and coordinator of the U of L’s new Asian Studies program, will develop a better understanding how Buddhism, like many 
other religions, is modernizing itself worldwide and how it is changing more rapidly as immigration influences the different forms 
of Buddhism being practiced in Canada.
 
With an estimated population of more than 365,000 and a strong presence in southern Alberta, Canadian Buddhists have more 
than a century of religious practice to their credit. 

Raymond, Alberta housed the first Buddhist temple in Canada east of the Rocky Mountains (1929) and was in some ways the 
centre of Buddhism in Canada as significant numbers of Canadians of Japanese descent were relocated to the area during WWII.  

Today, the region is still an important hub for members of the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist community as a new Buddhist Temple was 
recently built in Lethbridge, Alberta.
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Dr. Craig Monk (English) has received a 3-year, $63,570 Insight Grant to continue his examination of little magazine publishing 
by Americans abroad during the 1920s and 1930s.
 
His research traces the strategies through which expatriate artists built their reputations by distributing work in Europe through 
small-circulation periodicals, defying the narrow tastes of mainstream publishers in the United States. 

While scholars often read periodical contributions as the minor works of writers who later found fame through more conventional 
venues, Monk’s work has concentrated on the significance of the magazines themselves, describing the process by which they 
helped create a commercial market for difficult texts (and their authors) that might not have otherwise found an audience.

+++++

Dr. Goldie Morgentaler (English) has received a $21,230 Insight Development Grant to further her work on the life and writ-
ings of Dr. Chava Rosenfarb, a world-renowned Yiddish author, poet and Holocaust survivor who happens also to be Morgen-
taler’s mother.
 
Rosenfarb’s work has won many international awards, as well as an honorary degree from the U of L, but it is little known outside 
the sphere of Yiddish literature. 

Morgentaler is looking to bring a greater awareness of her mother’s work to English-speaking audiences, as well as to chronicle 
the dramatic events of her mother’s early years in Poland, her incarceration in the Lodz ghetto and in the Nazi concentration 
camps of Auschwitz, Sasel and Bergen Belsen.
 
As well, Morgentaler will be gathering information on the people in Rosenfarb’s life following the war, her marriage to Henry 
Morgentaler, and her relationships with members of the Montreal writing community in the 1960s and 1970s. 

She will further chronicle the correspondence relating to her  mother’s life-long friendship with a British soldier (now deceased) 
who liberated Rosenfarb from the Bergen Belsen concentration camp in 1945. Rosenfarb passed away in 2011 at age 88.
+++++ 
Dr. Mickey Vallee (Sociology) has received a  $12,685 Insight Development Grant to further his work on the long-term cultural 
impact of renowned Canadian classical pianist Glenn Gould.

As a recording artist from the late 1950s until his death in 1982, Gould was significantly ahead of his time in terms of his use of 
technology, including composing radio documentaries that blurred the lines between music and knowledge dissemination.
 
Gould pioneered many of the sound production techniques commonly used today (multi-tracking, oversampling and other techni-
cal augmentations) but applied them to his recordings and interpretations of classical music.

+++++ 
Dr. Yale Belanger (Native American Studies/ Health Sciences) is the co-investigator on a $343,968 project housed at the 
University of Saskatchewan. He will work with University of Saskatchewan researchers Ryan Walker (Principal Investigator) and 
Loleen Berdahl to explore the role of traditional city planning in  Canadian Prairie cities and how it has marginalized Aboriginal 
people.  

The researchers will examine how city planning can be improved to help strengthen bonds between Aboriginal and non-Aborig-
inal residents which could ultimately help to build stronger, healthier communities.  (NOTE: The funding value is not included in 
this overall announcement because the principal researcher is at a different university.)


